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see AID, page ALl

Afewerki said in an interview.

o

From page Al
less than $150.

Two-thirds of Eritrea’s 3 million
people rely on food aid. Although
most citizens make their living
from agriculture, only 2S percent
of the land is arable, and only
about 10 percent of that is under
cultivation.

This year, the US. government
has promised Eritrea $13.2 million
in development aid and $6.2 mil-
lion in direct food aid. Under ex-
pected reductions for next year,
development assistance is to fall to
$9.6 million and direct food aid to
just over $4 million.

Saleh Meky. Eritrea’s US.-
educated minister of rnarine re-
sources, said he does not bx .ieve
Eritrea will suffer from the reduc-
tion.

He said the United States is giv-
ing his ministry computers and
teaching his people how to use
them to determine the sustainable
yield from Eritrea’s bountiful fish-
ing grounds in the Red Sea. They
were virtually untouched during
the three decades of war.

America provides up to 30 per-
cent of Eritrea'’s food aid and is
spending $2.3 million to help ana-
lyze food security problems and
develop strategies to solve them.

Overall, American contribu-

tions amount to only about S per-
cent of the total bilateral aid to Eri-
trea, officials said.

US. aid is improving the woe-
fully inadequate primary Aealth
care system in an effort to make
the work force healthier and more
productive. Washington proposes
to spend $3.7 million on that proj-
ect next year and on support for
family planning. The birthrate
here of 6.8 children per woman
threatens to double the population
in 23 years.

The United States also intends
to spend $1.5 million helping the
government transform the state-
controlled economy into one domi-
nated by private business.

Although U.S. lawmakers are
still wrangling over which pro-
grams will be eliminated or re-
duced. reductions to all aid pro-
grams are expected to average
more than 30 percent.

Eritrean officials have ot said
how they intend to make up the
difference except that they want to
become self-reliant.

“We get lots of offers of tech-
nical aid. Experts of all sorts,
many of which have no use,’ said
Nerayo Teklemichael, director of
the Eritrean Relief and Rehabilita-
tion Agency. “We need projects
that eventually will make us self-
reliant in food. We must have more
food, and we must cultivate more
land for food.”




